this  is  nota  scene 
every  Friday  6— 9pm 

free  admission 
entertainment 
snacks 
2-4-1  drinks 


The  do-gooders  are  out  in  force  again! 
Late  December  saw  another  chance  for 
those  wannabe  politicians  from  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Boards  to  get  into  the  limelight,  if 
only  for  a  fleeting  moment. 

Most  people  realise  and  accept  the  need 
to  protect  young  people  from  lewd  or  ob¬ 
scene  material,  be  that  on  TV,  in  films, 
magazines  or  newspapers.  The  problem 
is:  who  decides  and  more  importantly 
how,  what  is  indecent  or  obscene?  (It  is 
important  to  remember  we  are  talking 
here  about  young  people  and  not  chil¬ 
dren) 

The  General  Association  of  the  New 
Territories  Newspaper  Dealers  pointed 
out  in  an  interview  with  a  local  newspa¬ 
per  that  there  are  no  clear  guidelines  to 
define  indecency  or  obscenity.  Publish¬ 
ers  walk  an  agonisingly  unclear,  and  an 
increasingly  thin  path  between  decent 
and  indecent.  Many  are  unable  to  de¬ 
cide  whether  an  individual  publication 
would  violate  the  law.  Take  for  example 
the  advert  on  the  inside  cover  of  this  is¬ 
sue,  in  most  countries,  (UK,  Germany, 
and  the  other  E.C  countries,  USA  or 
Australia)  it  is  hardly  likely  to  raise  an 
eyebrow,  let  alone  anything  else.  Here 
in  Hong  Kong  it  was  classed  as  indecent. 

District  Board  Members  would  like  to 
take  even  more  draconian  measures. 
Only  60,  out  of  a  possible  346  members, 
bothered  to  attend  a  specially  convened 
meeting  to  discuss  the  matter.  With 
something  akin  to  frenzy  they  made 
their  demands:  to  lock  up  all  ‘indecent’ 
books  and  comics  so  that  young  people 
could  not  get  access  to  them  or  sold  only 
at  designated  bookshops. 

The  Government  is,  apparently,  taking 
the  view  that  it  must  do  nothing  that  in¬ 
fringes  on  freedom  of  expression  or  ac¬ 
cess  to  information.  The  issue  will  be 
discussed  at  a  March  meeting  of  Legco. 
If  the  general  public  are  allowed  to 
make  representations  this  would  be  a 
great  step  forward  for  freedom  of  ex¬ 
pression  and  access. 

The  Gay  Community  could  tell  legisla¬ 
tors  what  we  really  want:  Now  that, 
we  think,  would  be  something 
worth  hearing! 
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Eire 

Leading  Irish  lesbian  activist  Suzy  Byme  was  beaten  in  a  Dublin  street  in  October  by 
attackers  who  shouted  anti-lesbian  slurs.  She  attributed  the  incident  to  her  discus¬ 
sion  of  gay  issues  a  week  earlier  on  a  TV  talk  show  (Capital  Gay) 


Holland 

Dutch  immigration  officers  Nov.  14'  deported  around  90  male-to-female  transsexual 
prostitutes  back  to  Ecuador,  Colombia,  the  Dominican  Republic  and  Brazil,  according 
to  the  Internet  Euro-Queer  mailing  list.  Amsterdam  police  blamed  the  prostitutes  for  a 
rash  of  fights,  thefts  and  disturbances  of  the  peace.  “We  do  not  want  this  sort  here  just 
at  the  time  we  are  trying  to  make  prostitution  into  an  ordinary  business,”  the  police’s 
media  spokesman  said.  ‘There  have  been  many  complaints  about  fights  breaking  out 
when  a  customer  finds  out  he’s  dealing  with  a  man.  The  transsexuals  are  also  aggres¬ 
sive  to  female  prostitutes.” 


Israel 

The  Supreme  Court  has  handed  Israel’s  gay  community  a  major  victory  in  a  landmark 
ruling  recognizing  same-sex  couples.  The  50-page  decision  forces  the  national  airline 
El  A1  to  grant  the  partner  of  flight  attendant  Jonathan  Danielevitz  the  sameannual  free 
tickets  and  other  benefits  given  to  husbands  and  wives  of  heterosexual  employees.  Gay 
rights  activists  said  the  ruling  would  have  widespread  significance  in  Israel,  which 
remains  a  relatively  conservative  society  on  homosexuality.  .(AP) 


Sweden 

At  1pm  on  January  5, 1995,  eight  lesbian  and  gay  couples  registered  their  partnerships 
at  Stadshuset  (City  Hall)  in  Stockholm.  They  were  first  couples  to  do  so  after  the  Swed¬ 
ish  Partnership  Law  came  into  force  on  January  1, 1995.  The  couples  celebrated  in  the 
City  Hall  yard.  Afterwards  there  was  a  procession  to  “Huset”,  The  Swedish  Federation 
for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights  in  Stockholm. 


U.K 

FAREWELL  Humphry  Berkeley,  the  former  Conservative  MP  for  Lancaster,  who  died 
on  15th  November  aged  68.  Berkeley  piloted  the  first  Homosexual  Law  Reform  Bill 
through  the  Commons  in  1 966.  The  bill  passed  by  57  votes  but  was  killed  by  the  occurence 
of  a  General  Election  shortly  afterwards,  at  which  he  lost  his  seat.  He  later  stood  unsuc- 
cessfiilly  as  both  a  Labour  and  a  Social  Democrat  candidate.  A  gay  man  whose  memory 
we  should  honour. 


USA 

Although  Navratilova  possesses  American  citizenship,  she  is  admired  and  loved  by  many 
Czech  fans.  She  supports  numerous  non-profit  groups  and  charitable  causes,  and  will  re¬ 
main  a  symbol  of  the  fight  against  communism  and  a  national  heroine  for  the  people  back 
home  in  the  Czech  Republic.  ...  Martina  Navratilova  spent  Christmas  with  her  parents  in 
the  small  town  of  Revnice  near  Prague  for  the  first  time  since  1973.  She  can  be  sure  that 
people  in  the  Czech  Republic  will  always  love  her,  as  all  tennis  fans  do  all  over  the  world. 
(Czech  News). 
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Coniacis  Magazine  u  i-yo 


H2o  used  to  have  a  wd\  known  sauna  in  Cause¬ 
way  Bay.  The  same  management  team  have  now  opened 
an  ‘entertainment’  bar.  The  new  place  is  very  much  into 
Karaoke  with  lots  of  small  tables,  a  bit  too  close  together 
to  enjoy  any  intimate  conversations.  But  then  who  goes 
to  Karaoke  bars  for  the  chat? 


7.30  until  9.30.  At  other  times 
there  is  a  recorded  message, 
available  24  hours  a  day. 
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ThE  lEsbiAN  &  Cay  Filivi  FestIvaI  qETS  uncIer  wAy  Froivi  tIie  JrcI 
'21  FEbRUARy.  TickETs  are  on  saIe  now.  As  lickETs  seem 
TO  qET  SNAppEcl  up  VERy  QuIckly  WE  suqqEST  you  buy  now 
TO  Avoid  bEiNq  disAppoiNTEd.  Write  ANd  Iet  us  kNow 
wbAT  you  ThouqhT  oF  tIie  FestIvaI  ANd  whAT  Filivis  you 
SAW.  We'U  pass  youR  comments,  wuhouT  qiviNq  names,  so 
ThAT  tNe  ORqANiSERS  kNOW  whAT  loNd  oF  FIImS  lEsblANS  &  CAys  likf. 


Quote  of  the  Mouth 

there^k  hoy  rO\/e¥ 

U/ttK/  o/  bottom/  like/  copecuk/. 
AIcl^.  I  oa^wnot  iwCm/. 

Ancient  Indian  Lament 


During  Lunar  New  Year,  being  the  time  all  Hong  Kongers, 
and  especially  printers,  seem  to  take  their  holidays,  we 
will  be  taking  off  for  somewhere  sunny  and  warm.  We 
will  be  back  on  the  14th  February  (for  those  romantics 
among  you  that’s  Valentines  Day).  Keep  the  letters,  arti¬ 
cles  and  stories  coming!  The  next  issue  of  Contacts  Maga¬ 
zine  will  be  published  on  the  15th  March.  ‘Til  then 


Kung  Hei  Fat  Choy 


Splash 


251, 


Nudes 

Nudes 

Nudes 


Lookout  for  an  exhibitton  of  original  erotic  draiir 
ngs  at  Cfcjb  64, 12“I4  Whg  Wah  Lane,  off  DAgular 
Street  Lan  Kiuai  Fong,  Central  from  7th"“E8th 
February.  Mandy  Boursicot  the  artist  promised" 
all  items  ujII  be  reasonable  priced  to  make  them 
unicjje  Valentine’s  gifts  for  your  lover  or  yourself’! 
Your  invitatbn  to  the  opening  party  is  enclosed. 


s 

s 

u 
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We  love  getting  your  letters  and  cards.  But  we  will  only  print 
them  when  they  have  your  name  ,address  &  phone  number.  Ano¬ 
nymity  can  be  requested.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  all  letters. 


March  1995 
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Masturbataon 

^Healthy? 


p 

A  mjecently  there  have  been  a  number 
of  articles  on  both  radio  and  TV,  here 
and  in  America  about  masturbation  and 
fantasising.  We  looked  at  whether  it  nor¬ 
mal  to  masturbate  and  fantasise.  Mas¬ 
turbation  begins,  according  to  most  doc¬ 
tors,  soon  after  birth.  It  creates  enjoy¬ 
able  feelings,  leads  to  self-discovery,  and 
soothes  the  infant. 

Masturbation  is  not  really  so  different  from 
touching  other  parts  of  the  body.  Most  of 
us  love  to  have  our  backs  scratched  or  our 
heads  stroked.  Our  genitals  are  very  re¬ 
sponsive,  too.  Many  people  continue  to 
masturbate  throughout  life  to  relieve 
sexual  tension  or  just  to  enjoy  their  own 
bodies.  Masturbation  is  an  almost  univer¬ 
sal  behaviour  in  humans  and  it  also  is  very 
common  among  other  mammals. 

Despite  myths  and  fallacies  that  have  de¬ 
veloped  over  the  years  regarding  mastur¬ 
bation’s  supposed  ill  effects  on  physical 
and  mental  health,  it  is  a  normal  sexual 
activity;  indeed  it  is  a  useful  means  of  de¬ 
veloping  one’s  sensual  capacities.  Mental 
health  professionals  only  discourage  its 
practice  when  it  becomes  the  sole  outlet 
despite  ready  availability  of  other  outlets 
or  when  it  is  accompanied  by  excessive 
feelings  of  disgust,  shame  or  guilt. 

A  variety  of  religious  zealots  from  East¬ 
ern  sects  to  St.  Augustine  have  historically 
frowned  upon  masturbation  because  they 
believed  that  renouncing  desires  of  the 
flesh  would  lead  to  higher  spiritual  and 
intellectual  states. 

Judeo-Christian  views  on  the  importance 
of  procreation  also  have  added  to  the 
stigma,  but  this  is  beginning  to  change. 
Medical  advances  in  the  last  100  years 
have  improved  mortality  and  increased  the 
average  life  span  to  the  extent  that  con¬ 
traception  is  now  a  much  more  important 
societal  goal  than  procreation.  Thus, 
sexual  alternatives  such  as  masturbation 
are  no  longer  counter-productive. 

I  In  addition,  recent  research  has  pointed 


to  the  widespread  occurrence  of  mastur¬ 
bation  and  demonstrated  its  role  in  help¬ 
ing  people  overcome  sexual  problems. 
Organised  religion,  v^diile  slow  to  catch  up, 
is  beginning  to  come  around  and  at  least 
the  more  liberal  denominations  are  ques¬ 
tioning  their  traditional  negative  sanc¬ 
tions. 

Fantasies  are  normal  and  healthy.  The 
desire  to  view  nude  pictures  is  also  typical 

I  ”1  think  it  (masturbation)  I 
I  is  part  of  sexuality  ...  it  I 
j  should  be  taught"  j 

I  Doctor  Elders  I 

behaviour  u  especially  for  men.  It  falls  in 
the  same  category  as  fantasising  about 
other  lovers.  Fantasies  provide  a  safe  re¬ 
lease  valve  for  natural  feelings  that  may 
not  stop  just  because  a  person  is  in  a  rela¬ 
tionship.  The  desire  to  fantasise  does  not 
usually  indicate  trouble  in  the  relationship. 
In  fact,  allowing  each  other  the  luxury  of 
fantasy  and  perhaps  sharing  those  fanta¬ 
sies  can  help  safeguard  a  relationship. 

Both  masturbation  and  viewing  nude  pic¬ 
tures  are  common  sexual  activities.  How¬ 
ever,  if  you  find  yourself  usually  prefer¬ 
ring  a  solitary  form  of  sexual  stimulation 
to  interacting  with  your  partner,  it  might 
be  wise  to  seek  counselling.  Counselling 
also  can  assist  in  working  out  religious 
conflicts  if  they  continue  to  be  a  source  of 
shame. 

However  it  is  still  taboo  among  even  sen¬ 
ior  government  officials  in  some  countries 
to  mention  masturbation  in  public.  At  a 
recent  AIDS  conference  in  the  USA,  a 
member  of  the  Society  for  the  Psychologi¬ 
cal  Study  of  Social  Issues  told  U.S.  Sur¬ 
geon  General  Jocelyn  Elders  he  mastur¬ 
bated  and  asked  her  what  the  prospects 
were  for  “a  more  explicit  discussion  and 
promotion  of  masturbation”  as  a  means 


By  Danny  Wong 

of  avoiding  AIDS.  Doctor  Elders  replied 
“As  per  your  specific  question  in  regard 
to  masturbation,  I  think  that  is  something 
that  is  a  part  of  human  sexuality  and  it’s  a 
part  of  something  that  perhaps  should  be 
taught.”  Dr.  Elders  said  on  NBC’s  ‘To¬ 
day”  show  in  December.”  1  was  really  talk¬ 
ing  about  teaching  children  about,  you 
know,  that  nothing  terrible  will  happen  to 
them  if  they  play  with  themselves.  I  was 
talking  about  information”  She  went  on 
to  say  “1  was  saying  we  need  to  address  all 
issues  related  to  sexuality  and  teach  our 
children  what’s  normal  behaviour,  not 
teach  them  masturbation  “that’s  not  some¬ 
thing  you  need  to  teach  anybody.”  When 
President  Clinton  found  out  what  Doctor 
Elders  had  said  he  sacked  her  from  her 
post  of  Surgeon- General. 

In  Hong  Kong  a  leading  psychiatrist.  Dr. 
Ng  Man  Lun  said  recently  that  masturba¬ 
tion  ought  to  be  taught  as  part  of  sexual 
education  in  schools.  “If  people  are  hesi¬ 
tant,  feel  guilty  or  afraid  of 
masturbation... they  may  try  casual  sex. 
Proper  teaching  of  masturbation  is  one  way 
of  reducing  AIDS”,  he  said 

Not  everyone  agrees  with  this  statement. 
An  anonymous  writer  to  the  Eastern  Ex¬ 
press,  leaning  heavily  on  the  fact  that  she 
is  both  a  teacher  and  a  mother  said  the 
thought  of  teaching  her  own  child  mas¬ 
turbation  was  sickening  and  she  was 
frightened  that  her  daughter  (who  is  just 
18  months  old)  might  tell  her  relatives 
when  they  visited. 

Anthony  Lawrence  writing  in  the  Eastern 
Express  Weekend  24-25th  December  said 
“How  strange  all  this  emphasis  on  sex 
education.  I  should  have  thought  that  a 
10  minute  talk  (illustrated  with  drawings) 
on  the  techniques  and  procedures  were  the 
only  requirements.  Such  information  is 
badly  needed”. 
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By  Parvez  Sharma 


Prejudice  is  a  word  that  stinks,  yet  many 
people  have  made  this  the  case  with  ho¬ 
mosexuality,  especially  women’s  sexual¬ 
ity.  Women  in  India,  caught  up  in  a  male- 
dominated,  patriarchal  set-up,  have  a  host 
of  labels  ready-made  for  their  confinement 
if  they  choose  to  express  their  sexual  pref¬ 
erences  -  and  if  she  shares  her  sexual  space 
with  another  woman  she  becomes  persona 
non  grata,  a  member  of  India’s  most  in¬ 
visible  minority.  To  be  able  to  breathe  her 
meagre  bit  of  air  the  only  option  often  left 
is  to  step  into  the  nearest  closet. 


Though  the  issue  of  lesbianism  is  a  his¬ 
torical  reality  in  India,  it  is  still  talked 
about  in  whispers.  Lesbian  invisibility 
being  the  norm,  even  in  most  gay  move¬ 
ments,  instances  of  lesbian  voices  being 
heard  are  few  and  sporadic.  The  “Saklii 
Collective”  based  in  Delhi  is  trying  to  dis¬ 
mantle  the  walls  of  silence  that  surround 
lesbians  and  have  tried  to  demystify  les¬ 
bian  myths  and  voiced  their  protest  at  be¬ 
ing  excluded  from  all  feminist  agenda. 

Thirty-three-year-old  Gift  Thadani,  fonner 
national  table  tennis  player  and  founder 
of  Saklii,  has  done  pioneering  research  to 
prove  that  lesbianism  is  as  Indian  as  khadi 
and  not  a  Western  import.  Says  Thadani, 
‘The  expression  of  women’s  sexuality  has 
always  been  threatening  for  the  male,  and 
this  is  reflected  in  the  patriarchal  ambiva¬ 
lence  towards  women,  which  propagates 
stereotypes  of  the  Madonna/whore  or  even 
Siti/kali.  In  spite  of  this,  wherever  there 
is  a  temple  tradition,  we  see  very  overt  les¬ 
bian  manifestations  in  the  architecture.” 

Thadani’s  work,  spanning  many  years,  has 
resulted  in  her  discovery  of  strongly  les¬ 
bian  traditions  in  matrilineal  family  struc¬ 
tures,  through  Hindu  manifestations  of 
goddesses,  the  Shakti  cult  and  even  the 
Karmasutra,  as  well  as  the  Sufi  and  Nayika 
traditions.  And  lesbian  traditions,  though 
very  much  a  part  of  Islamic  society,  have 
not  received  as  much  attention  as  the  tra- 


dition  of  male  homosexuality  within  Is¬ 
lam. 

Stereotypes  are  steadily  disappearing  and 
voices  are  being  heard  for  the  first  time. 
Devika  is  an  articulate,  3  3 -year-old  femi¬ 
nist,  working  for  social  causes  in  Delhi. 
Her  assertion  is  provocative,  but  refresh¬ 
ing:  ‘Tor  me,  being  a  lesbian  is  a  matter 
of  pohtical  choice.”  Devika  is  symptomatic 
of  a  new  trend  in  the  lesbian  movement 
and  her  abhorrence  of  heterosexual  rela¬ 
tionships  stems  from  the  power  equations 
that  govern  them:  “Patriarchy  has  subju¬ 
gated  women  over  the  centuries.”  The 
growth  of  Devika’s  lesbian  identity  has 
been  parallel  to  her  increased  conscious¬ 
ness  of  feminist  issues. 

Despite  the  invisibility  and  the  threat  of 
oppression,  which  compels  most  lesbians 
to  hide  their  real  identities,  a  lesbian  cou¬ 
ple  living  together  comes  as  a  real  sur¬ 
prise.  Rohini,  a  30-year-old  marketing 
executive,  and  Mermakshi,  a  36-year-old 
exporter  have  been  living  together  in  the 
heart  of  Delhi  for  almost  a  year,  cocking  a 
snook  at  the  establishment.  For  Rohini  it 
is  her  second  live-in  relationship,  but 
Meenakshi,  a  divorcee,  is  discovering  her 
lesbian  identity  for  the  first  time.  On  meet¬ 
ing  the  couple,  you  are  immediately  stmck 
by  their  infectious  joie-de-vivre,  and  in¬ 
defatigable  spirit.  “It  gets  really  tough,” 
says  Rohini,  who  had  a  hard  time  ward¬ 
ing  off  femily  pressure  to  get  married.  ‘The 
questions  are  endless.  And  the  sick  male 
psyche  automatically  assumes  that  since 
you  are  single  you  are  available.” 

For  both,  their  freedom  to  talk,  to  touch, 
is  empowering.  They  reason  that  owing 
to  total  invisibility,  living  together  is  per¬ 
haps  easier  for  a  lesbian  couple  than  for 
two  gay  men  sharing  space.  But  the  price 
they  pay  is  high,  for  vicarious  male  desire 
will  not  let  a  single  woman  be.  Marriages 
of  convenience,  they  feel,  can’t  really  work 
out,  because  gay  people  are  then  merely 
appropriating  the  heterosexual  myth  of 
marriage.  Rohini’s  stand  is  clear.  “Female- 
female  bonding  is  important.  We  should 
share  that  energy.  We  can’t  let  men  tram¬ 
ple  that  space.” 

The  issues  that  confront  a  lesbian  are  se¬ 
rious.  The  most  apparent  is  society’s  re¬ 
fusal  to  acknowledge  their  existence.  Feel¬ 
ings  of  guilt  and  alienation  become  intrin¬ 
sic  to  growing  up,  both  for  lesbians  and 
^y  men.  The  pressure  to  marry  is  very 
high,  as  single  woman  is  looked  down 
upon.  Says  Devika,  “Even  popular  culture 
always  sells  the  heterosexual  myth.  Hindi 
films  do  laud  the  concept  of  dotsi  between 


men  but  women  are  always  shown  as  en¬ 
emies.” 

Aparna,  a  30-year-old  marketing  execu¬ 
tive  with  a  leading  Calcutta  firm,  was 
along  with  Thadani,  responsible  for  giv¬ 
ing  birth  to  the  Sakhi  movement.  “When 
I  was  young,  I  was  always  very  sure  of  my 
being  attracted  to  women  but  never  had  a 
name  for  the  emotion  myself.  I  could  never 
understand  why  being  a  simpering  co¬ 
quette  is  attractive  to  the  male  ego.” 
Aparna  showed  remarkable  courage  and 
left  her  family  to  strike  out  for  herself  when 
she  was  only  seventeen.  It  was  only  in 
America,  where  she  went  for  higher  stud¬ 
ies,  that  she  was  first  confronted  with  real 
lesbians  -  women  who  were  comfortable 
with  their  sexuality.  The  gay  rights  move¬ 
ment  started  after  the  Stonewall  riots  in 
1969  and  it  is  ironical  that  Aparna  and 
her  lover  were  accosted  50  yards  form 
Stonewall  Inn,  in  West  village  -  the  heart 
of  American  gaydom.  “Homophobia  is  a 
very  visible  thing  out  there,  but  here  it 
works  in  more  devious  ways.”  The  point 
they  make  is  that  it  hurts  both  ways. 

Mita  is  a  young  lesbian  working  with  an 
NGO  with  afeminist  agenda  in  Delhi.  She 
thinks  there  are  two  broad  schools  of 
thought  connected  to  the  issue  -  one  would 
favour  lesbians  coming  out  and  declaring 
themselves  as  in  the  West  and  the  other 
would  prefer  to  go  slow,  more  careful  of 
the  language  and  strategies  to  be  adopted. 
Says  Aparna:  “My  lesbianism  is  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  my  feminist  commitments,  and  my 
feminist  commitment  comes  from  my  les¬ 
bianism.”  Her  emergence  from  the  cocoon, 
which  happened  abroad,  was  greatly  in¬ 
fluenced  by  writers  such  as  Virginia  Woolf 
(and  her  letters  to  Vta  Sackville  West), 
Simone  de  Beauvoir  and  Gertrude  Stein. 

The  lesbian  issue  came  up  for  discussion 
at  the  1994  National  Conference  of 
Womens’  Movements  in  India.  Two  days 
were  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  sexuality 
and  many,  inspired  by  outspoken  lesbians, 
described  their  same-sex  experiences.  That 
lesbianism  is  not  a  Western  aberration  was 
obvious  in  the  way  many  rural  and  tribal 
women  openly  expressed  their  sexual  iden¬ 
tity.  A  small  group  of  leftists  opposed  it  as 
“unnatural”  initially,  but  finally  came 
round  to  the  majority  view.  A  resolution 
was  passed  saying  that  every  woman  has 
the  right  to  choose  her  sexuality. 

Contraiy  to  popular  opinion  Vilasini,  26, 
a  sociologist  and  a  lesbian  living  in  Cal¬ 
cutta,  believes  that  the  Gay  Rights  move¬ 
ment  has  enough  common  ground  for  both 
gay  men  and  lesbians.  “But  we  also  have 


to  realise  that  many  of  our  concerns  are 
different.  As  lesbians  we  don’t  just  con¬ 
front  homophobia  but  misogyny  too.” 

A  whole  cult  of  positivism  is  creeping  into 
the  yet  nascent  Indian  lesbian  movement. 
Says  Aparna,  “My  advice  to  young  lesbi¬ 
ans  is  not  to  crumble  under  pressure.  You 
have  to  go  through  the  process  of  struggle 
and  self-doubt.  Believe  in  yourself-you  are 
not  a  bad  human  being  just  because  you 
have  sex  with  a  woman.  Believe  me,  the 
rewards  at  the  end  have  to  be  good.” 


Wanted 


Creative 
Saks  Terson 

Sell  space  and  products  for 

Island  Publishing 
Company  Ltd 

& 

CONTACTS 


MAOAZINB 


*GoodConimission 
*Work  from  home 
^Flexible  hours  and  days 

Interviews  will  be  held 
after  Lunar  New  Year 

Send  full  resume  to 

GPO  Box  13427 
Hong  Kong 


Contacts  Magazine  01-95 


ft  :i  t  a  m  It  *i  s  n  #  ^  #j » 

p°p,»W-T|3)tt»aflSB  . 

{bj 

m,mAmm  ^  mm  -  ^  mm 

I  .n 

I  y6mjmth'ik,JAmA,Amm,m 
I  Hft“lgtt-Mth  ,llD!li|7H«i5S 
i  ft+ii«s;;ii7tg,aswj»*i! 
I  ms'ji'JBitW:  ^  mwik^^mm 

?  i|i|tti?j 

I  5S*®fHSH*«afiKW'b+53' 
f  m  «I  /J'  n“p  *1  SP  Itt  «  5!IJ  «  ®  ft  * 


fflj fifes S  B  — #  .4^ 
m ft « W ^  Jiff  ^  g ^ 

ii  ±  5(5 ^  B#  #  db  ^  II 
.ffe(¥:^EiHi-f®r«1 

m, 

n^?j  M 

-mmA, 

(^  ?mmm  tb*^  wt , 

I'J*f4ffi-fea:ia5(5  ,BWIt^Aif:b 
B#  01  ?L  f#  A  A  #  tff  ^ 

gT5|5i±i^|^i[l'ftlI^ffniA ,  ItJtt 
» ^  A  f  p  if  A  A  TbI  0^  m 
^ -  it  t'j  A 1®  [5] 


.fsdfeAjt 

m-m  ,wxA-xmA:MMmAmm 

±  itj  #  iij  |S|  ^  ii  ,  A  ^  A  lii  t]  If 
iB,*^xtAAA  . 

if MMte^ija;feSfefeA5f  A  ^  Btt 
mj  il,ffn^ff  AT-i^AAAA 
^  f^  H  ^  A  B  fS  It  A  g  B  lA  tP 

tt  lAt  f ®  ^  «  g  life  A  B' A  ,  A  #  iff 
j  MMmmmmmm  ^ 
IflA  '  AAA  .BtteB^A,  A 

f®  A#^  . 

^  A  «  ,  B  M  A  A  ft  fi  A  S  ft 

44  A  ,  SAAMHATiff  ^  [i] 
lA  ;mJill^AAAfb,ISB^MII 

14. 

fffeffw  A  ft  ®  m  A  Pi  ft ,  mm  a  a 

AB? 

"■(tJAAl^j  f^AAg-ifiABA 
^*Mf@ftp°p  AM  A  ,  Aif^ 
^,Ii:gAAStAAm'#B#,MM 

±lijAj^^,BIt^f@fttnABA 
irMAABlIHA- 
B^'JgBf®AAJtll4  ,IIBAAg 

IRSiilH^tftAAAA  ,ArAMBf 
A  A,  fs^^T 

A  B I  b  ?I  f  ®  ft  # '  A  ^  iB /th  #  fS  f  i  A 
Ift  A  ,mfi1f  Jf^WAUfgA*  . 

^^^f®ftpp:^AAtt:^t:xA^i4 

f^A^ii4tiifeA,f-S^#iAgA- 

f®/J^3yArAAIISffill4^1fB,M 

if'MAi^MtgA$nAI^@gf^,^f@ 


^#7C 


it?A^4tAMiP*A 
0^?  "fgAA^  j  Mi'JA 

^gMB#B-f®MAA-A. 

B  . 

,^f®±^,|5|SE(5AAA 

,f^!lA$nEg 

ft»i«gBftl^'[A®4^A 
Bfg.j  Mr?P^B#,-f®A 

IbA^^AA  ^  WBtfc- 
?SI^A±/[ft1fr^1$4EgB- 
giSfb(4^^^(jgfJtTgB4^ 

lftgBM{?i®AA  ;t(A 
gBSi^at^ff 

T-f®^AtPA-f®IIA 

APbI 


I 


[propa'gaends] 


Photos  By  Contacts  Magazine 
Words  by  Janie  Rowe  &  Barrie  Brandon 


The  Hong  Kong  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt 
Project  (The  Quilt)  is  the  Hong  Kong 
branch  of  the  International  NAMES 
Project.  Originated  in  San  Francisco  in 
1987,  the  (5uilt  began  as  one  person’s  re¬ 
action  to  the  loss  of  so  many  friends  to 
AIDS.  Today  there  are  branches  of  the 
NAMES  Project  all  over  the  world  and  the 
thousands  of  panels  which  have  been  made 
have  been  displayed  in  many  countries.  It 
has  been  widely  acclaimed  as  one  of  the 
most  effective  means  of  promoting  a 
greater  understanding  of  the  nature  of  the 
virus  and  inspiring  compassion  for  those 
who  have  died  of  AIDS. 

The  Quilt  is  a  magnificent  collection  of 
hand  made  remembrance  panels  by 
friends,  family  and  lovers  of  people  who 
have  died  of  AIDS,  or  by  others  who  have 
been  touched  by  the  effect  of  AIDS  on  so¬ 
ciety. 

Making  a  Quilt  can  not  only  be  a  cathar¬ 
tic  experience,  it  also  serves  as  a  unique 
memorial.  Messages  incorporated  into  the 
panels  are  often  thanking  the  person  who 
has  died  for  touching  the  lives  of  others 
so  deeply  and  for  the  beautiful  memories 
that  they  have  left  behind.  Very  often,  the 
C^uilt  is  a  celebration  of  the  lives  of  excep¬ 


tional  people;  talented,  creative,  loving 
and  loved.  The  Quilt  is  both  a  memorial 
to  them  and  a  poignant  illustration  of  the 
tragedy  of  so  many  valuable  lives  lost  to 
this  disease. 

In  1992,  through  the  generosity  of  an 
anonymous  sponsor  and  the  Trojan  work 
of  the  Arts  Centre,  32  Quilt  panels  from 
the  USA  were  displayed  in  Pacific  Place. 
In  a  central  position,  however,  were  8  pan¬ 
els  made  in  Hong  Kong  for  Hong  Kong 
people  who  had  died  of  AIDS.  Some  were 
made  for  groups  of  people,  some  for  indi¬ 
viduals;  all  were  quite  distinctively  Chi¬ 
nese.  The  display  provided  a  wonderful 
opportunity  for  visitors  to  question,  dis¬ 
cuss  and  generally  learn  so  much  more 
about  HIV  &  AIDS  in  a  creative  and  non¬ 
threatening  way. 

Our  goals  are  to  help  people  create  their 
own  quilt  panels  which  will  provide  a  re¬ 
lease  in  a  supportive  environment  for  fam¬ 
ily  and  friends  who  have  lost  someone  to 
AIDS.  They  will  be  able  to  make  a  Quilt 
celebrating  the  life  of  their  loved  one  in  a 
positive  and  creative  way. 

We  also  take  the  Quilt  to  the  community; 
to  schools,  social  clubs,  colleges  as  an  edu- 


cational  tool,  conveying  the  message  not 
only  of  the  risks  of  HIV/ AIDS  but  also  of 
the  value  of  human  life.  We  want  to  raise 
awareness  of  HIV  &  AIDS  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  and,  at  the  same  time,  encourage  sup¬ 
port  and  acceptance  of  those  living  with 
HIV  &  AIDS. 

The  Quilt  project  welcomes  new  volun¬ 
teers  and  ideas.  Please  contact  them  on 
2866-1887. 

Meanwhile  in  the  United  States  the 
NAMES  PROJECT  is  to  display  the  en¬ 
tire  Quilt. 

The  display,  scheduled  for  Columbus  Day 
weekend  in  1996,  will  be  the  fifth  show¬ 
ing  of  the  entire  Quilt  in  Washington,  D.C. 
since  The  NAMES  Project’s  inception  in 
1987.  The  Quht,  which  commemorates  the 
lives  of  men,  women  and  children  who 
have  died  of  AIDS,  is  made  up  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  individual  three-by-six  foot  cloth 
memorials.  Anthony  Turney,  executive 
director  of  The  NAMES  Project  Founda¬ 
tion,  announced  plans  for  the  upcoming 


display.  “We  are  embarking  on  a  two-year 
journey  to  take  the  entire  Quilt  to  the  na¬ 
tion’s  capital.  By  covering  the  ground  with 
50,000  Quilt  panels,  we  will  send  a  loud 
and  unmistakable  message  to  our  nation’s 
leaders.”  Seven  years  since  its  inaugural 
appearance  in  Washington  D.C.,  the  Quilt 
has  increased  14  times  in  size,  from  1,920 
three-by-six  foot  panels  in  1987,  to  its  cur¬ 
rent  size  of  more  than  28,000  memorials. 

The  NAMES  Project  estimates  that  by  the 
time  of  the  display  in  1996,  the  Quilt  will 
include  as  many  as  50,000  panels  and 
cover  more  than  32  acres. 

Turney  continued,  “Several  weeks  before 
critical  U.S.  elections,  when  the  spotlight 
is  on  the  President  and  elected  members 
of  Congress,  we  will  display  the  entire 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  in  Washington-to 
ensure  that  AIDS  and  its  awful  cost  is  re¬ 
membered  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can,  and  international,  agenda.” 

The  display  will  mark  the  first  showing  of 
the  entire  Quilt  since  1992,  when  many 


felt  the 
Quilt  could 
no  longer  be 
displayed  in 
its  entirety 
due  to  its 
enormous 
size.  “A  dis¬ 
play  this 
size  is  al¬ 
ways  a  bit¬ 
ter  sweet 
proposi¬ 
tion,”  said 
Turney. 
“The  fact 
that  the 
1996  Quilt 
display  will 
be  25  times 
larger  than 
it  was  in 
1987  is  a  horrific  tragedy,  because  each 
one  of  those  panels  represents  a  life  that 
shouldn’t  have  been  lost.”  In  order  to  fit 
the  entire  Quilt  onto  the  grounds.  The 
NAMES  Project  will  need  to  cover  all  the 
Mall  from  the  Capitol  to  the  Lincoln  Me¬ 
morial. 


Currently,  The  NAMES  Project  continues 
to  display  portions  of  the  Quilt  world- wide 
to  help  bring  an  end  to  AIDS  epidemic. 
The  organisation’s  goals  are  to  provide  a 
creative  means  for  remembrance  and  heal¬ 
ing,  to  illustrate  the  enormity  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic,  to  increase  public  awareness  of 
AIDS,  to  assist  with  HIV  prevention  edu¬ 
cation,  and  to  raise  funds  for  community- 
based  AIDS  service  organisations.  New 
panels  continue  to  be  added  to  the  Quilt 
on  a  daily  basis. 


Good  looking 
Nice  body 
Excellent  massage 
Companion  or  otherwise.. 


t 


Contacts  Magazine  01-95' 


Contacts  Magazine  01-95 


74e 


Models 

play  musical  instruments 
in  short  shorts, 
erotic  underwear 
and... 

(60  pages) 

Price  $180 


Features  Asian  Men  in 
poses  that  most  us  would 
love  to  get  into. 

Each  issue  has  some  ter¬ 
rific  tear  out  postcards  of 
models  that,  if  you  can 
bear  to  part  with  them, 
you  friends  will  love 
receivingn  them. 

IPs  a  big  280  x  280  cm. 


Please  send  crossed  cheque  with 
name  and  address  to 

Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd. 
GPO  Box  13427 
Hong  Kong 


Expect  the  unexpected! 
Big  Colour  photos,  Sensu¬ 
ous  Masculine  Models. 
The  Male  Club  will,  we  as¬ 
sure  you,  grow  on  you. 
(80  Pages) 

Price  $210 


t 


18 


BEST  GUIDE  #  z;- 

THE  NORTH  PACIFIC 


BRUNEI  ®  BURMA  ®  CAMBODIA  •  CHINA  •  GUAM 
HAWAII  *  HONG  KONG  •  INDONESIA  •  JAPAN 
KOREA  •  LAOS  *  MACAU  •  MALAYSIA  •  MARSHALL  IS. 
MICRONESIA  e  PHILIPPINES  *  SINGAPORE 
TAIWAN  •  THAILAND  *  VIETNAM 


386  pages  of  scrupulously-re¬ 
searched  in-depth  coverage  of 
20  lands  from  Burma  to  Ha¬ 
waii.  How  and  where  to  make 
social  contacts  with  local  gays 
-  and  how  to  get  around,  and 
find  the  best  places  to  stay  and 
to  eat. 


$180.00 

Send  crossed  cheque  with  Name  and  Address 
to 


Island  Publishing  Company  Limited 
G.P.O.Box  13427  Hong  Kong 


Colombia 


Update' 


By  Juan  Pablo  Ordonez 


attempt  was  made  on  my  life  on 
April  6,  1991,  in  Girardot,  Colombia, 
while  I  was  working  as  chief  of  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  investigation  unit.  Shortly  before,  I 
had  arrested  a  number  of  police  oflQcers 
on  charges  of  extorting  a  citizen  with 
trumped  up  charges  and  the  threat  of  ex¬ 
posing  his  sexual  orientation,  as  well  as  a 
prestigious  lawyer  who  offered  me  money 
to  change  a  murder  investigation  report. 
A  few  days  later,  the  National  Director  of 
Criminal  Investigation  (many  of  whose 
members  were  under  my  investigation  for 
corruption  and  violations  of  human  rights) 
decided  to  open  a  disciplinary  investiga¬ 
tion  against  me  for  “behaviours  that  af¬ 
fect  the  name  of  the  institution.”  It  was 
rumoured  that  I  might  be  gay. 

These  events  occurred  in  the  larger  con¬ 
text  of  my  decision  to  re-open  inquiries 
into  the  murder  of  about  40  so-called 
desechables  (“disposable,”  more  properly 
called  victims  of  social  cleansing  violence) 
in  August  and  September  1990  in  the  city 
of  Girardot.  The  initial  inquiry  had  been 
closed  by  my  predecessor  and  a  judge  who 
feared  such  an  inquiry  would  uncover  in¬ 
volvement  of  the  National  Police  in  these 
criminal  actives.  No  formal  investigation 
had  been  launched  on  the  ground  that  the 
bodies  of  victims  were  missing  or  uniden¬ 
tified.  There  is  a  chilling,  even  diabolical 
ring  to  the  term  “disposable,”  an  effective 
branding  by  the  National  Police  in  Colom¬ 
bia  of  outcast  people  such  as  street  chil¬ 
dren,  the  homeless,  prostitutes,  and  ho¬ 
mosexuals.  These  groups  of  people  are 
constant  targets  of  physical  and  sexual 
abuse,  rape,  and  extortion. 

Reports  from  several  human  rights  organi¬ 
sations  such  as  the  Andean  Commission 
of  Jurists  and  the  Centre  for  Popular  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Research  (CINEP)  state  that  in 
1991  and  1992  about  28,000  Colombians 
died  as  a  result  of  violence  in  a  country 
with  a  population  of  37,000,000.  Of  the 
28,000  violent  deaths,  about  4,000  were 


politically-motivated.  Despite  the  media’s 
addiction  to  drug-related  violence,  only 
about  1%  of  these  deaths  were  drug-re¬ 
lated,  while  30%  were  caused  by  paramili¬ 
tary  groups  and  40%  were  caused  by  the 
Colombian  armed  forces.  With  the  direct 
participation  or  acquiescence  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Police,  about  5%  to  10%  of  all  po¬ 
litically-motivated  violent  deaths  -  ap¬ 
proximately  one  person  a  day  -  were 
caused  by  death  squads  engaged  in  “so¬ 
cial  cleansing  operations.”  Of  all  the  bod¬ 
ies  found,  84%  were  not  identified. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  homosexual 
community  in  Colombia  lacks  organisa¬ 
tion  or  solidarity  when  it  is  constantly  con¬ 
fronted  with  repressive  security  measures 
as  well  as  cultural  taboos,  e.g.  machismo, 
which  affect  gays  and  lesbians  more  omi¬ 
nously  than  the  rest  of  society.  Further,  the 
wide  economic  and  class  differences  of  the 
society  at  large  have  their  counterpart 
among  homosexuals  themselves  and  ac¬ 
count  for  attitudes  within  the  homosexual 
community,  which  in  certain  ways  even 
approval  of  “social  cleansing”  when  it  is 
aimed  at  persons  they  view  as  “effemi¬ 
nate,”  “bizarre,”  or  worse  still,  “beneath” 
them  in  class  status. 

Economically  privileged  homosexuals  can 
usually  afford  their  way  out  of  the  country 
and  thus  may  be  able  to  live  openly.  The 
middle  and  lower-middle  class,  not  able 
to  escape,  must  hide  their  sexuality  if  they 
wish  to  succeed  in  such  areas  as  educa¬ 
tion  and  labour.  Poor  homosexuals  -  the 
majority  -  often  are  forced  to  seek  a  liveli¬ 
hood  through  begging,  theft,  prostitution, 
or  other  illegal  means,  thereby  becoming 
targets  of  death  squads.  Lacking  educa¬ 
tion  and  economic  resources,  they  are  vir¬ 
tually  defenceless.  In  the  absence  of  iden¬ 
tifiable  support  groups  or  political  organi¬ 
sations,  they  are  also  frequently  outcasts 
from  their  own  families  who  in  many  cases 
were  initial  persecutors,  subjecting  them 
to  physical  and  sexual  abuse. 


The  struggle  for  the  homosexual  commu¬ 
nity  in  Colombia  is  not  only  a  struggle  for 
respect  and  dignity,  nor  is  it  simply  a  bat¬ 
tle  against  discrimination  in  employment 
and  education.  Rather,  it  is  a  literal  strug¬ 
gle  for  survival  itself  in  the  face  of  gross 
violations  of  the  most  basic  human  rights. 

As  a  lawyer  with  some  power  in  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  I  was  not  able  to  do  much  and 
the  little  bit  that  I  tried  almost  cost  me  my 
life  and  the  life  of  a  dear  friend  who  was 
incarcerated,  the  subject  of  bogus  charges 
of  crimes  committed  in  Medellin  at  a  spe¬ 
cific  time  when  in  fact  he  was  in  Bogota. 

In  Colombia  the  defence  of  the  human 
rights  of  homosexuals  by  homosexuals 
themselves  is  impossible  or  at  best  is  done 
at  the  imminent  peril  of  their  lives.  The 
strug^e  must  be  taken  up  by  “outsiders,” 
gay  or  straight  people,  who  are  not  them¬ 
selves  potential  victims  of  this  hostile  so¬ 
ciety.  And  while  our  primary  concern  may 
be  lesbian  and  gay  people  branded 
desechables,  sexual  preference  is  only  one 
of  many  reasons  why  people  are  so  desig¬ 
nated.  Therefore,  any  meaningful  advo¬ 
cacy  for  them  must  embrace  as  well  all 
the  defenceless  people  so  stigmatised. 
Those  who  oppress  and  kill  “disposables” 
do  not  trouble  themselves  to  treat  them  in 
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discrete  categories. 


In  some  countries  the  distinction  between 
human  rights  violations  in  general  and 
human  rights  violations  against  homo¬ 
sexuals  may  be  clear,  making  it  easier  to 
focus  and  channel  advocacy  for  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community.  But  in  the  matter 
of  Colombia  and  many  other  countries,  it 
is  absolutely  crucial  for  gay  and  lesbian 
rights  groups  to  make  coalitions  with  di¬ 
verse,  broad-based  human  rights  organi¬ 
sations  to  accomplish  the  hoped-for  goal. 
If  those  more  diverse  groups  are  genuinely 
committed  to  the  essential  principles  of 
human  dignity  and  rights,  they  should 
welcome  a  call  for  solidarity  from  their 
gay  and  lesbian  comrades. 

In  an  admirable  illustration  of  such  co¬ 
operative  effort,  I  have  been  working  the 
last  two  years  with  the  solid  support  of  the 
Washington  ofBce  of  the  Colombia  Human 
Rights  Committee.  Last  year  for  the  first 
time  in  this  organisation’s  history  a  hu¬ 
man  rights  delegation  to  Colombia  in¬ 
cluded  in  its  agenda  the  issue  of  human 
rights  abuses  against  homosexuals.  Col¬ 
laboration  continues  and  IGLHRC  has 
worked  closely  with  the  Colombia  Human 
Rights  Committee  on  a  variety  of  tasks  for 
about  a  year.  At  present,  we  are  joining 
our  efforts  in  special  projects,  especially 
the  urgent  task  of  addressing  the  complex 
problem  of  victims  of  social  cleansing  in 
Colombia,  with  particular  emphasis  on  gay 
and  lesbian  targets. 

The  formidable  challenge  for  all  human 
rights  advocates  must  be  met  not  only  with 
accurate  information  and  competence  in 
their  specific  areas  of  concern,  but  perhaps 
even  more  important,  a  genuine  and  gen¬ 
erous  solidarity  on  behalf  of  all  victims 
reaching  beyond  the  particular  interests  of 
individual  organisations.  This  is  the  one 
frail  hope  of  victims  whose  lives  are  at 
stake. 

f 


Miserable  Lives 


The  millions  of  gays  in  China  live  miser¬ 
able  lives,  according  to  a  groundbreaking 
study  by  the  Taiwanese  magazine  China 
Times.  The  magazine’s  reporters  spent  two 
months  surveying  the  gay  scene  in  the  cit¬ 
ies  of  Shenzhen,  Guangzhou,  Beijing, 
Tianjin,  Shenyang,  Harbin,  Dalian, 
Qingdao,  Shanghai,  Nanjing,  Chongqing, 
Chengdu,  Wuhan,  Xian  and  Urumuqi. 

Their  report  said  that  gay  men  can  meet 
only  in  public  toilets,  parks  and  baths  due 
to  the  cramped  housing  situation  and  po¬ 
lice  arrests.  The  report  went  onto  say  that 
gays  are  treated  with  drugs,  acupuncture 
and  electro-shock  to  turn  them  straight. 
At  one  hospital,  the  Nanjing  Psychiatry 
Research  Institute,  1,832  gays  were  treated 
between  1981  and  1991.  Only  11  ‘became 
heterosexual’  according  to  staff. 

Nearly  every  gay  man  interviewed  said  he 
could  survive  only  by  marrying  a  woman, 
with  the  option  of  maybe  divorcing  later 
and  then  not  remarrying.  Most  gay  men 
are  completely  unwilling  to  be  tested  for 
AIDS  for  fear  of  being  caught  in  a  gov¬ 
ernment  “trap.” 

They  reported  that  most  gays  do  not  use 
condoms  because,  as  one  man  in  Shenzhen 
said:  “If  I  love  someone,  I  am  ready  to  die 
for  him.  Who  cares  about  AIDS?” 


“The  most  difficult  part  of  our  work  was 
to  gain  their  confidence,”  the  reporters 
wrote.  “Every  gay  man  feared  exposure 
because  they  have  known  others  who  lost 
jobs  or  were  jailed  on  charges  of  hooli¬ 
ganism.”  Out  of  all  the  people  interviewed 
only  three  gay  men  agreed  to  be  photo¬ 
graphed  for  the  magazine.  One  was  Gao 
Yanhai,  the  China  Health  Research  Insti¬ 
tute  employee  who  formed  the  Men’s 
World  gay-support  group  and  launched 
China’s  first  AIDS  hotline  in  Beijing  in 
1992.  Yanhai  was  fired  in  1993  and  the 
group  and  hotline  were  shut  down,  China 
Times  discovered. 

Meanwhile,  Chinese  officials  told  a  do¬ 
mestic  newspaper  that  there  are  5,000  to 
10,000  cases  of  HIV  infection  in  the  coun¬ 
try  even  though  only  1,159  cases  have  been 
reported.  Eighty  percent  of  the  cases  are 
in  Yunnan  province  (Yunnan  borders  Vi¬ 
etnam,  Laos  and  Burma)  among  people 
who  shared  needles.  Ministry  of  Health 
spokesman  Sun  Xinhua  told  the  MingPao 
Daily  News. 


Readers  in  Hong  Kong,  but  not  in  China, 
will  next  month  be  able  to  buy  the  first 
book  reporting  on  the  secret  world  of  Chi¬ 
nese  homosexual  men,  reports  Reuters, 
most  of  whom  marry  women  and  hide  their 
sexual  preferences. 

Fang  Gang,  27,  an  editor  with  a  newspa¬ 
per  in  the  northern  port  city  of  Tianjin, 
said  he  wrote  the  book  because  he  wanted 
to  examine  a  topic  that  was  still  taboo  in 
China  and  to  help  an  ignorant  public  un¬ 
derstand  better  their  neighbours  who 
might  be  closet  homosexuals. 

“Scholars  and  experts  I  spoke  to  estimate 
that  between  one  and  five  percent  of  Chi¬ 
nese  are  homosexual,”  Fang  said. ' '  If  we 
take  the  medium  figure,  that  means  30 
million,  equal  to  the  population  of  several 
European  countries.  Yet,  we  know  noth¬ 
ing  about  them,”  Fang  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view. 

But  how  to  find  out  about  people  who  hide 
their  sexuality?  Fang  started  at  the  psy¬ 
chology  clinic  of  a  sympathetic  Tianjin 
doctor  who  has  homosexuals  as  patients, 
many  of  them  asking  for  help  to  cure  what 
they  consider  an  illness  and  an  abnormal¬ 
ity  or  to  overcome  their  inability  to  make 
love  to  their  wives.  “I  discovered  that  the 
homosexuals,  once  they  trusted  me  and  felt 
I  was  not  against  them,  were  delighted  to 
talk.  They  had  much  to  say  but  no  one  to 
say  it  to,”  he  said.  "Of  course,  I  had  to 
promise  not  to  reveal  their  names  or  work 
units.” 

These  first  introductions  led  to  others, 
enabling  Fang  to  meet  dozens  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  as  well  as  doctors  and  experts. 

Most  felt  their  homosexuality  was  abnor¬ 
mal  and  wrong  and  wanted  to  change  it 
but  could  not.  They  cannot  tell  families, 
colleagues  or  even  wives  for  fear  of  the 
consequences,”  he  said.  Because  of  intense 
social  and  family  pressure,  most  are  mar¬ 
ried  and  have  a  child,  even  though  that 


means  deceiving  their  wives  as  to  their 
sexuality.  “One  told  me  he  has  sex  with 
his  wife  once  every  two  or  three  months, 
which  he  initiates.  For  him  it  is  not  a  happy 
experience.  His  wife  is  satisfied  with  this. 
She  thinks  a  more  sexually  active  husband 
might  have  affairs  on  the  side,”  Fang  said. 

Chinese  are  not  subjected  to  the  sexual 
bombardment  from  advertising  and  the 
media  that  in  the  West  puts  pressure  on 
many  to  believe  they  must  have  more  fre¬ 
quent  and  more  elaborate  sex.  Fang  said 
Chinese  homosexuals  keep  their  sexual¬ 
ity  a  secret  from  their  wives  for  fear  the 
women  will  demand  divorces,  thus  possi¬ 
bly  unveiling  the  husbands’  sexual  differ¬ 
ences,  and  therefore  must  satisfy  their 
needs  with  friends  in  private.  No  public 
facilities  such  as  restaurants  or  bars  exist 
in  China  where  homosexuals  can  meet 
since  these  would  attract  too  much  atten¬ 
tion,  he  said.  They  can  only  find  partners 
in  such  places  as  public  toilets  in  relatively 
deserted  places. 

Fang  recalls  meeting  a  60-year-old  teacher 
who  had  not  found  a  partner  throughout 
his  life.  ‘Tie  has  become  a  grandfather 
now.  It  has  all  been  very  painful  for  him. 
He  wants  to  change  himself  but  it  is  prob¬ 
ably  too  late.” 

Chinese  rarely  discuss  homosexuality.  It 
is  not  taught  about  at  school  or  discussed 
at  home.  Most  people  regard  it  as  abnor¬ 
mal,  shameful  and  an  illness  to  be  cured. 
Social  and  family  pressure  makes  it  unac¬ 
ceptable  for  two  men  to  live  together 
openly  as  homosexuals,  although  it  is  not 
illegal. 

In  ancient  China,  homosexuality  was  less 
of  a  taboo.  The  famous  “Jin  Ping  Mei” 
novel  named  for  three  concubines  and 
written  in  the  Ming  Dynasty  (1368-1644) 
describes  male  homosexuals  among  the 
rich  and  ruling  elite  vdio  chose  young  boys 
as  their  slaves  and  companions. 


Book 

Fang  said  most  Chinese  nowadays  were 
indifferent  and  ignorant  about  the  subject, 
which  was  why  he  decided  to  write  his 
book,  of  which  a  Hong  Kong  publisher 
plans  to  print  2,000  copies  next  month. 
Such  books  may  not  be  legally  sold  in 
China.  But  whether  his  compatriots  will 
be  any  the  wiser  from  his  book  is  an  open 
question.  He  is  searching  for  a  publisher 
within  China.  “Most  of  those  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  to  have  not  replied,”  he  said.  “Perhaps 
they  feel  the  subject  is  too  sensitive  or  fear 
being  criticised  for  publishing  porno¬ 
graphic  material.”  He  said  his  was  the  first 
book  of  reportage  on  the  issue  in  China. 

A  more  scholarly  work  on  homosexuality 
was  pubhshed  in  1992,  also  in  Hong  Kong, 
and  5,000  copies  were  printed  in  China 
but  few  were  sold.  11 
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They  were  walking  along  the  waterfront, 
hand-in-hand.  Both  of  them  absorbed  in 
their  own  thoughts.  From  time  to  time  one 
of  them  would  press  the  others  hand  more 
firmly,  as  if  to  pass  on  a  sense  of  reassur¬ 
ance,  that  all  is  well  with  the  world. 


just  pretend  to  be  iBriends,  wben  in  fact  they 
meant  a  lot  more  to  each  other  than  mere 
friends.  This  was  the  reason  they  felt 
trapped,  for  they  could  not  easily  show 
their  affection  for  each  other  openly,  as 


They  were  thinking  the  same  thing:  very 
soon  the  world  will  have  to  know.  By  The 
world’  they  meant  their  own  Tittle  worlds,’ 
parents  and  brothers  and  friends  and  sis¬ 
ters,  not  the  big  outside  world. 

They  were  thinking  along  the  same  lines, 
but  in  different  thought  patterns.  One  of 
them  was  Chinese,  the  other  Indian,  not 
race  mattered,  most  times  they  could  just 
read  what  the  other  was  thinking. 

Their  stroll  had  twice  been  interrupted  by 
acquaintances  as  they  walked  by.  Thank¬ 
fully  they  had  spotted  them  coming  both 
times  and  had  managed  to  quickly  with¬ 
draw  their  hands,  reaching  out  again  once 
the  person,  having  greeted  them,  had 
passed. 

This  was  only  their  sixth  meeting,  but  al¬ 
ready  they  felt  as  if  they  had  known  each 
other  for  many  life-times.  At  the  very  least, 
if  re-incarnation  was  not  a  consideration, 
they  seemed  made  for  each  other  in  this 
life. 

However,  it  was  not  easy  to  live  a  lie  and 


lovers  usually  do. 

Though  they  were  living  in  Hong  Kong, 
one  of  the  most  modern  cities  of  Asia,  in 
the  Mid-1990’s,  the  society  around  them 
was  still  quite  primitive  in  regards  to  is¬ 
sues  that  mankind  has  faced  since  time 
immemorial.  They  were  all  too  well  aware 
of  society’s  prejudice  towards  some  rela¬ 
tionships,  the  non-acceptance  of  certain 
types  of  love.  For  mostly  humans  tend  to 
take  things  at  face-value  and  refuse  to  in¬ 
dulge  in  the  tedious  task  of  looking  deeper 
and  trying  to  understand.  Indeed  who  has 
the  time? 

They  had  earlier  discussed  the  possibility 
of  going  away  to  some  other  place  together. 
A  land  that  could  accept  them,  recognise 
their  relationship.  Yes,  there  were  a  few 
places  in  this  world  which  were  sensible, 
thank-god.  But  again,  there  were  so  many 
considerations,  finance  being  the  primary 
one,  for  here  people  were  intelligent, 
worldly,  modern  and  fearless.  They  would 
not  hesitate  to  rebel  against  the  world,  if 
the  world  was  against  what  they  believed. 


By  K.  Victor 

These  were  material  from  which  heroes 
are  made,  the  great  liberators  of  our  time, 
the  Gandhi’s  and  the  Mandela’s.  Yet,  as 
all  ambitious  people  require  time  to 
achieve  what  they  truly  want,  the  same  was 
the  case  with  them.  They  had  to  be  pa¬ 
tient,  no  matter  how  clever,  how  dashing 
they  were,  for  things  to  fell  into  place.  One 

day . in  the  future,  but  for  now  they  were 

happy  with  what  was . Right  now. 

Most  of  the  mentioned  problems  they  faced 
were  not  due  to  the  fact  that  they  were  an 
intef-racial  couple,  or  that  they  were  crimi¬ 
nals.  Nor  was  it  that  their  parents,  broth¬ 
ers  and  friends  did  not  wish  them  well. 
No,  that  was  hardly  the  case.  The  case  was 
that  both  of  them  were  ...  well,  boys! 

Xei  Lam  Kan  Mathyeh  (what  are  you 
thinking)?”  Asked  Richard,  breaking  the 
long  silence. 

“Mo-Yeh(nothing)”  replied  Andrew. 
Richard  was  still  learning  Chinese,  and 


spoke  the  language  whenever  he  could,  his 
vocabulary  was  growing  day  by  day  with 
Andrew’s  assistance,  who  being  a  local, 
was  fluent  in  Cantonese. 

Richard  had  come  to  Hong  Kong 
more  than  three  years  earlier  to  work 
for  a  trading  company  dealing  in  all 
kinds  of  merchandise.  He  had 
started  making  pen-friends  by  stead¬ 
ily  writing  to  people  who  advertised 
in  magazines  or  newspapers. 

This  was  how  Andrew  had 
come  in  his  life.  After  writ¬ 
ing  to  each  other  for  nearly 
a  year,  and  after  three  failed 
‘T)ates”  due  to  typhoons  or 
unexpected  events,  they 
had  finally  managed  to 
"  meet.  At  first  it  was  no 

more  than  being 
friends,  since  they  had 
never  mentioned  their 
sexual  orientation.  For 
that  matter  they  were 
J  not  even  themselves 

aware  that  they  might 
have  any  attraction  for 
another  male.  Ail  their 
lives  before  meeting  to¬ 
gether,  they  had  led  hetero¬ 
sexual  lives  and  had  not  given 
much  thought  to  homosexu¬ 
als. 

It  had  come  as  a  surprise  to 
both  of  them  when  they  had 
discovered  the  mutual  attrac¬ 
tion  between  them.  They  did 
not  think  of  themselves  as 
homosexuals,  in  that  they 
had  never  been  attracted  to 
I  other  males.  They  had  al¬ 
ways  appreciated  a  good- 
looking  female.  Sex,  for 
them  was  a  way  to  en 
hance  the  love  they  al¬ 
ready  had  for  each  other 
I  and  had  nothing  to  do 

with  lust  or  instant  gratification.  After 
such  long  letters  and  knowing  each  other 
so  deeply  and  so  personally,  it  was  per¬ 
haps  inevitable  that  these  two  wonderful 
beings  should  fall  love  with  each  other. 
They  did  after  all  share  the  same  qualities 
of  kindness,  compassion,  humour,  intelli¬ 
gence,  understanding  and  love  of  people 

Sooner  or  later,  truth  will  out.  No  matter 
how  much  or  how  long  we  pretend,  we 
cannot  go  on  like  this  forever”  said  Rich- 
I  ard,  for  the  first  time  voicing  his  thoughts. 

I  think  we  both  are  strong  enough  to  take 
whatever  comes  in  our  stride.  Once  the 
dust  settles,  we’ll  be  okay,”  he  went  on. 


and  to  bring  on  a  more  cheerful  mood  be¬ 
gan  humming  an  Indian  melody  which 
Andrew  knew  the  meaning  of.  It  meant 
that  if  vou  are  with  me  I  can  do 


having  finished  form  7  and  had  just  been 
admitted  to  University. 

They  made  an  about  turn  and  started  walk¬ 
ing  back.  '"Where  will  you  go?” 
asked  Andrew.  Since  it  was 
a  Sunday  he  was  worried 
how  Richard  would  pass 
'  the  time.  “Oh!  I’ll  go  and 
take  a  look  at  a  few 
houses”,  replied  Richard, 
who  wanted  to  move 
from  his  current 
premises  be¬ 
cause  he  was 
tired  of  the 
noise  his  land¬ 
lords  chil¬ 
dren  made. 
“I’ll  meet 
you  at 
eight,  then 
we’ll  have 
dinner. 
I’ve  al¬ 
ready  got 
the  tickets 
toTme-Lies 
for  the  9.30 
show”,  he  con¬ 
tinued. 

They  walked  to 
the  nearest  MTR 
station  and  hav¬ 
ing  checked  the 
passing  faces  hur¬ 
riedly  and  seeing 
no  one  even 
vaguely  familiar, 
quickly  kissed 
good-bye. 
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ew  film  actors,  in  life  or 
death  ,  have  been  worshipped 
the  way  James  Dean  was  af¬ 
ter  he  died  at  the  age  of  24. 

He  had  major  roles  in  only 
three  films:  East  of  Eden, 

Rebel  Without  A  Cause  and 
Giant.  Humphrey  Bogart 
said  of  him,  ‘Dean  died  at 
just  the  right  time.  He  left  be¬ 
hind  a  legend.  If  he  had  lived, 
he’d  never  have  been  able  to 
live  up  to  his  publicity.’  Andy 
Warhol  called  him  ‘the  dam¬ 
aged  but  beautiful  soul  of  our 
time.’  And  an  entire  genera¬ 
tion  of  teenagers  saw  them 
selves  in  Dean  as  they  had  seen 
themselves  in  no  other  star.  One 
publicist  summed  it  up  when  he 
said,  ‘I  though  Dean  was  a  legend, 
but  I  was  wrong . He’s  a  religion.’ 

Dean’s  happy,  healthy  childhood  in 
Fairmont,  Indiana,  and  in  Los  Angeles, 
was  marred  when  his  mother  died  of  can¬ 
cer.  He  was  9  years  old,  and  his  father  sent 
him  back  to  Indiana,  where  he  was  raised 
on  a  farm  by  a  kindly  aunt  and  uncle.  De¬ 
spite  his  blond,  boyish  good  looks,  the  sex- 
symbol-to-be  was  small,  near-sighted,  and 
spoke  haltingly.  Later,  when  he  embarked 
on  an  acting  career,  he  bounced  back  and 
forth  between  New  York  and  Hollywood. 
Dean’s  personality  was  so  intense  that  he 
made  an  indelible,  and  sometimes 
unfavorable,  impression  on  almost  every¬ 
one  he  met.  He  see- sawed  wildly  from 
clowning  and  joking  to  morbid,  sullen 
depressions.  Jimmy  threw  his  energy  into 


one  activity  after  another.  He  studied 
dance,  played  the  bongos,  learned  to 
sculpt,  wrote  poetry,  dabbled  in  art,  read 
constantly,  and  won  trophies  racing  sports 
cars.  When  he  turned  this  energy  on  his 
greatest  passion,  acting,  the  results  were 
remarkable. 

But  it  was  Dean’s  death  that  was  truly  ex¬ 
ceptional.  On  30  September  1955,  he  was 


Dean 


driving  his  $7000,  silver, 
aluminiumbodied  Porsche 
550  Spyder  to  a  race  in 
Salinas,  California.  At  5:45 
p.m.,  he  died  in  a  collision 
with  a  car  driven  by  Donald 
Turnupseed.  The  end  of 
Dean’s  life  was  only  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  a  rabid  death 
cult.  It  was  bigger  than 
Valentino’s  and  bigger  than 
Marilyn  Monroe’s.  Teenag¬ 
ers  paid  500.  to  sit  behind 
the  wheel  of  the  crushed 
Spyder.  They  bought  chew¬ 
ing-gum  wrappers  suppos¬ 
edly  peeled  from  gum  chewed 
by  Dean.  In  the  three  years  fol¬ 
lowing  his  death,  the  studio  re¬ 
ceived  more  mail  addressed  to 
him  than  to  any  living  star  -  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  fans  writing 
to  him  as  if  he  were  still  alive.  A 
magazine  offering  Dean’s  words  ‘from 
the  other  side’  sold  500,000  copies. 

Dean’s  death  mask  was  displayed  in 
Princeton  along  with  Beethoven’s. 

The  great  debate  over  Jimmy  Dean’s  sex 
life  is  whether  he  was  gay,  straight  or  bi¬ 
sexual.  Actually,  though  he  dabbled  with 
both  women  and  men,  he  was  somewhat 
ambivalent  sexually.  One  friend  went  so 
far  as  to  say  that  he  didn’t  think  Dean  en¬ 
joyed  sex  -  that  he  only  wanted  to  be  moth¬ 
ered.  Another  said  that  he  was  basically 
asexual  in  his  needs  and  drives  -  acting 
and  car  racing  came  first.  The  crushing 
loss  of  his  mother  seems  to  have  infused 
him  with  a  kind  of  little-boy  quality  that 


both  women  and  men  found  very  attrac¬ 
tive.  His  favorite  seduction  technique, 
which  he  claimed  never  failed  him,  was 
to  curl  up  with  his  head  in  a  woman’s  lap 
and  let  her  cuddle  him.  ‘All  women  want 
to  mother  you.  Give  them  a  chance  to  and 
before  you  know  it  you’re  home  free.’  He 
discovered  by  the  time  he  was  21  that  he 
scored  most  successfully  with  older 
women.  Sometimes  he  would  date  a  girl 
for  sex  alone,  and  just  as  often  he  would 
date  a  girl  repeatedly  without  ever  mak¬ 
ing  advances.  As  with  every  other  aspect 
of  his  life,  he  was  capable  of  yo-yo  emo¬ 
tions  and  behavior.  When  he  was  court¬ 
ing  a  girl,  he  would  take  her  on  a  hair- 
raising  motorcycle  ride  as  a  kind  of  initia¬ 
tion  rite.  He  often  went  on  such  rides  with 
his  very  closed  friend  Eartha  Kitt,  who 
called  him  ‘James’.  As  with  Kitt,  he  en¬ 
joyed  an  intimate,  but  platonic,  relation¬ 
ship  with  singer  Judy  Collins.  Naturally, 
as  the  god  of  a  death  cult  that  fed  on  hys¬ 
terical  teenage  worship,  he  inspired  some 
weird  rumors  about  his  sex  practices.  The 
rumor  that  he  was  a  masochist  who  en¬ 
joyed  being  burned  with  cigarettes,  and  w 
was  dubbed  the  ‘Human  Ashtray’,  is  com¬ 
pletely  false.  Also,  the  fabled  pornographic 
photos  of  a  young  man  -  allegedly  Jimmy 

-  sitting  nude  in  a  tree  with  a  huge  erec¬ 
tion-show  no  evidence  of  really  being 
Dean.  The  rumors  of  his  bisexuality,  al¬ 
though  greatly  exaggerated,  do  have  a  ba¬ 
sis.  He  probably  did  a  bit  of  hustling  in 
his  early  Hollywood  days,  when  practically 
starving,  calling  his  gay  dates  ‘free  meal 
tickets.’  For  a  time,  he  was  ‘kept’  by 
Rogers  Brackett,  a  Hollywood  ex-producer 

-  but  this  was  probably  the  only  real  affair 
he  had  with  a  man.  Mostly  what  he  did 
with  men  he  did  dispassionately  -  for  the 
experience,  for  the  money ,  or  for  the  con¬ 
nections,  until  he  found  out  the  latter 
didn’t  work.  He  told  a  friend,  ‘I’ve  had 
my  cock  sucked  by  five  of  the  big  names 
in  Hollywood’s,  and  I  think  it’s  pretty 
funny  because  I  wanted  more  than  any¬ 
thing  to  get  some  little  part,  something  to 
do,  and  they’d  invite  me  for  fancy  din¬ 
ners...’  When  asked  if  he  was  gay,  he  re¬ 
plied,  ‘Well,  I’m  certainly  not  going 
through  life  with  one  hand  tied  behind  my 
back.’ 

His  first  major  love  affair  was  with  Eliza¬ 
beth  Dizzy’  Sheridan,  with  whom  he  lived 
happily  for  a  while  in  New  York.  Their 
relationship  was  a  close  and  private  one, 
and  Dizzy  remembers  Jimmy  as  ‘gentle.’ 
Eventually  they  drifted  apart,  and  he  be¬ 
gan  what  was  to  be  a  long-term  love  affair 
with  the  thin,  highly-strung  young  actress, 
Barbara  Glenn,  whom  he  affectionately 


called  ‘my  neurotic  little  shit.’  After  he 
moved  to  California,  Barbara  finally  told 
him  she  was  marrying  someone  else.  He 
took  the  news  badly. 

The  great  love  of  Dean’s  life  was  petite, 
demure  Italian  actress  Pier  Angeli.  The 
main  impediment  to  their  union  was  Pier’s 
mother,  who  disapproved  because  of 
Jimmy’s  delinquent  image,  and  because  he 
wasn’t  a  Catholic,  to  please  Pier,  Jimmy 
got  regular  haircuts,  wore  suits  occasion¬ 
ally,  and  even  considered  becoming  a 
Catholic.  Pier  and  Jimmy  discussed  mar¬ 
riage,  and  quarreled  about  it.  When  an  in¬ 
terviewer  asked  him  whether  ‘wedding 
bells  would  be  heard,’  he  replied,  ‘You 
mean  with  Miss  Pizza?  Look,  I’m  just  too 
neurotic.  ’  Dean  finally  did  ask  her  to  many 
him  in  New  York,  where  he  was  going  for 
a  television  show.  F4er  said  it  would  break 
her  mother’s  heart  if  they  eloped.  So  she 
stayed  behind  and,  while  Dean  was  away, 
she  armounced  her  engagement  to  singer 
Me  Damone.  It  broke  Jimmy’s  heart.  Dean 
told  a  friend  that  he  had  beaten  Pier  up  a 
few  nights  before  her  wedding,  and  there 
is  a  persistent  story  that  he  sat  outside  the 
church  on  his  motorcycle  during  the  cer¬ 
emony,  revving  it  up.  Some  time  later.  Pier 
visited  Jimmy,  to  tell  him  she  was  going 
to  have  a  baby.  He  cried  after  she  left,  and 
two  days  later  he  was  dead.  Pier  Angeli ’s 
marriage  to  Damone  was  a  flop,  as  was 
her  second  marriage,  and  her  life  ended 
after  a  drug  overdose.  She  never  got  over 
Jimmy’s  magic,  likening  the  two  of  them 
to  Romeo  and  Juliet,  and  saying  he  was 
the  only  man  she  had  ever  loved.  She  said 
in  an  interview,  ‘I  never  loved  either  of 
my  husbands  the  way  I  loved  Jimmy,’  ad¬ 
mitting  that  when  she  lay  in  bed  next  to 
them  she  wished  they  were  Dean. 

Dean’s  last  important  romance  was  with 
the  19-year-old  Ursula  Andress,  who  had 
just  been  imported  to  America  from  Swit¬ 
zerland  and  was  being  billed  as  the  ‘fe¬ 
male  Marlon  Brando.’  At  first  she  said, 
‘He  nice  but  only  boy’  As  their  relation¬ 
ship  developed.  Dean  discovered  that  she 
was  one  of  the  few  girls  who  wouldn’t  put 
up  with  his  shenanigans.  Dean  even  stud¬ 
ied  German  ‘so  Ursula  and  I  can  fight  bet¬ 
ter.’  When  she  finally  go  fed  up  with  his 
moods  and  left  him,  he  was  shocked. 
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I  Hate  Gay  Men 


Anon  USA 


I  hate  gay  men.  i  feei  more 

and  more  hopeless  about  our  commu¬ 
nity.  Ttirn  any  corner  in  the  ghetto  and 
you  can  grab  sex,  but  you  have  to  search 
high  and  low  to  fmd  real  love.  I  hate  how 
narcissistic  we  gays  are,  how  easily  dis¬ 
tracted  from  the  hard  tasks,  how  ab¬ 
surdly  trivial  in  the  face  of  death.  I  hate, 
above  all,  how  we  expend  so  much  en¬ 
ergy  on  attracting  desire  and  so  little 
on  taking  care  of  anyone  but  our  selves. 
I  don’t  believe  that  lesbians,  faced  with 
the  tragedy  of  AIDS,  would  have  failed 
as  we  have  failed.  That  thought  alone 
keeps  me  hopeful. 

The  AIDS  crisis  has  been  a  part  of  us  for 
more  than  a  decade,  the  half-life  of  our 
community,  and  is  so  all-powerful  that 
if  any  of  us  survive,  we  will  spend  the 
rest  of  our  lives  mourning  and  struggling 
to  understand  what  all  the  losses  have 
meant.  Half  of  us — half  of  our  lovers  and 
friends  and  sex  buddies  and  fantasy  ob¬ 
jects — are  going  to  be  dead  by  the  year 
2000.  I  hate  the  way  that  single  fact 
has  not  yet  transformed  us  into  a  real 
army  of  lovers.  We  just  keep  on  sleep¬ 
walking  through  this  holocaust,  one  year 
organising  and  making  trouble,  the  next 
selling  out  and  making  careers,  the  next 
turning  our  backs  on  it  all,  dancing  and 
partying.  I  hate  the  way  we  have  no 
sense  of  the  future,  so  hell-bent  on  pleas¬ 
ing  our  selves.  I  hate  the  way  we  pay  so 
much  attention  to  our  bodies,  grooming 
and  dressing  and  tattooing  and  sculpting 
and  finally  displaying  them,  like  great 
works  of  art,  on  the  dance  floor  at  the  Roxy 
on  Saturday  night,  or  wherever,  when  eve¬ 
ryone  is  pinwheeling  on  Ecstasy.  I  know 
how  beautiful  we  all  are,  but  that  peak  mo¬ 
ment  is  so  fleeting,  and  if  s  not  much  to 
build  a  culture  around.  Still,  we’re  deter¬ 
mined  to  build  that  beautiful,  empty  cul¬ 
ture. 

I  hate  the  way  we  have  unsafe  sex  with 
each  other  in  the  night,  but  when  morn¬ 
ing  comes,  we  say  nothing.  More  and 
more,  the  rule  seems  to  be,  if  you  don’t 
come  inside  anyone  and  if  no  one  comes 
inside  of  you,  that’s  safe.  We’re  hopping 
on  each  others’  uncondomed  dicks  because 
it  feels  so  good,  and  because  we’re  so  ea¬ 


ger  to  forget  everyone  who  got  sick  that 
way,  everyone  who  can’t  walk  up  the'stairs 
anymore  because  they  have  blue  lesions 
growing  in  their  lungs,  have  lost  their  sight 
and  their  hearing  and  their  sense  of  bal¬ 
ance  and  their  memories — not  to  mention 
their  sex  drives — to  one  incurable  infec¬ 
tion  after  another.  If  we  actually  believe 
having  sex  without  a  condom  is  safe  sex, 
so  long  as  there  is  no  cum  involved,  then 
we  should  have  the  courage  of  our  con¬ 
victions  and  make  this  belief  public.  But 
we’re  much  too  cowardly  and  ashamed  of 
what  we  do  in  bed. 

We  can  have  all  the  anonymous  sex  we 
want,  and  proclaim  it  all  a  great  sexual 


liberation,  but  we  can’t  talk  about  it  in 
public,  even  to  each  other.  We  don’t  want 
our  mothers  to  know  what  sex  pigs  we  are. 
We  don’t  even  want  our  <fyke  friends  to 
know  how  we  treat  each  other  like  pieces 
of  meat,  and  love  it.  We  lie  all  the  time 
about  this  to  our  lovers,  too.  We’re  so 
ashamed  of  ourselves  that  we  can’t  even 
defend  the  places  where  we  go  to  make 
the  great  sexual  revolution  happen.  What 
heroes  we  are!  What  warriors! 

I  hate  the  way  sex  is  always  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  love,  the  way  we  have  no  respect 
for  each  other’s  relationships,  the  way 
every  man  is  a  possible  hit.  I  hate  the  way 
everyone  flirts  with  your  lover  if  you  have 
one,  and  you  find  out  who  your  friends 
are  by  learning  who  doesn’t  make  a  pass 
at  him.  I’m  sick  and  tired  of  the  terms  of 
endearment  among  us  ghetto  dwellers. 


how  we  sleep  with  someone  for  a  few 
weeks  or  months,  then  move  on  to  some¬ 
one  else,  without  ever  looking  back. 

I  hate  the  way  we  are  not,  as  people,  very 
much  there  for  each  other.  All  of  this 
makes  me  feel  hopeless.  I  fear  that  we  will 
never  come  to  know  and  love  each  other, 
or  take  care  of  each  other,  or  fight  for  each 
other’s  lives,  or  help  each  other  to  die,  or 
create  relationships  that  teach  us  anything 
worth  passing  on  to  the  next  generation. 
We  aren’t  monsters,  but  our  humanity  is 
in  grave  disorder.  All  we  really  seem  to 
care  about  is  our  fantasies.  As  half  of  us 
work  out  and  jerk  off  in  our  gyms  and  our 
clubs,  crowd  our  backrooms  and  our  sex 
clubs,  the  other  half  are  getting  sick,  los¬ 
ing  the  will  to  live,  and  becoming  the 
absolute  antithesis  of  our  sexual  fanta¬ 
sies.  How  unprepared  we  all  are  for  fall¬ 
ing  in  love  with  our  own,  with  our  im¬ 
perfections  and  infections. 

I  hate  the  way  we  have  sold  each  other 
out  as  AIDS  activists,  with  all  the  well- 
educated  and  well-connected  white  fags 
making  names  for  themselves,  serving 
on  boards,  attending  meetings,  writing 
articles,  giving  interviews,  becoming 
known,  while  women  and  Intravenous 
drug  users  and  children  and  people  of 
colour  go  untreated  and  unrecognised. 
Anyone  who  spent  the  last  five  years  in 
AIDS  activism  knows  that  if  lesbians 
hadn’t  been  there,  we  would  never  have 
paid  any  attention  to  anyone  but  rich  white 
fags.  And  what  have  we  got?  This  year  we 
got  the  news  that  we  can’t  reasonably  ex¬ 
pect  an  effective  treatment  for  AIDS  for 
the  next  25  years.  Are  you  ready  to  lose 
all  the  men  you  have  ever  desired  or  had 
sex  with  or  fallen  in  love  with  or  loved 
more  than  you  love  yourself?  Are  you 
ready  to  help  them  die?  Or  are  you 
ready  to  fight  for  their  lives?  For  the 
next  25  years? 


f  A 

"I  hate  the  way  eve¬ 
ryone  flirts  with  your 
lover  if  you  have  one, 
and  you  find  out  who 
your  friends  are  by 
learning  who  doesn’t 
make  a  pass  at  him". 

V _ _ _ J 


GLAMOUR 


INTERUNK  TRAVRL 

. FOR  ALL  YOUR  TRAVEL  NEEDS 


ESCORT 

& 

MASSAGE 


2882-9203 


Many  different 
styles 
of 

young 

handsome  models 
Reasonable  prices 
BEST  SERVICE 

guaranteed 

OUT  CALLS  24  HOURS 


AUTUMN  IN  AMERICA  FROM  HK$3, 600.00  RETURN 
CHRISTMAS  IN  EUROPE  FROM  HK$7, 375.00  RETURN 
NO  ITINERARY  TOO  SMALL. 

PLEASE  CALI,  BEN  OR  DICKENS  ON 
2404^0484  OR  FAX  2457-6063. 

Government  License  #351637.  Member  of  HATA/ICC/TIC. 


SUPER 

@  M  Y  ¥  I  I  f  di  I 

•  From  Europe,  USA  and  Japan.  •Maximun  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

•  Reasonable  Prices.  # Free  Delivery. 

Call  Dickson  for  an  appointment. 

2619-0980 

24  Hour  Service 


Indulge  your  fantasies,.. 

Featuring  the  men  of  Japan,  Thailand,  China,  Mexico,  the 
Caribbean  and  Brazil 

A  great  way  to  make  contact 
with  new  friends  and  penpals 

Single  copies  $95. 

Yearly  subscription  $528. 

Price  includes  postage 

Passport 

A  BI-MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
IMPORTED  DIRECT  FROM  AMERICA. 

Please  send  crossed  cheque  with  Name  and  Address  to 

Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd. 

GPO  Box  13427 

_ Hong  Kong _ 


Contacts  Magazine  01-95 


Contacts  Magazine  01-95 


Lendmeyoursfwiilders 
^or  my  zueary  fiead, 

Laden  zvitfi  soSs  and  sfiattered  dreams. 


Dust  scattered  to  tHe  zainds, 
Visions  btinded,  Lbssed anddasftedj 
I  softfy  as/^foryou. 


P,  !I(ind  Lady j 

Sfidter  my  tears  from  tfte 
storm-szoft  s/ges. 


1^0  once  more 
and  (hsityepftenterdC  dreams, 
ce  azvayfrom  tfiese  fwivCing  zoinds. 


i 


I 


roj 

CD 

r  s  0 

n 

a 

- - , -  -I'  ./  --  I 

all  letters  received  and  to  return  plio-  I 
tos  when  asked.  ALA  means  All  Let-  f 
ters  Answered.  Advertisers  are  asked 
not  to  state  this  unless  they  mean  it. 


*Place  2  X  $1  stamps  per  reply 
*(Free  to  overseas  subscribers) 


Men 


Chinese,  21  ,  well-educated  Seeks  guys  imder  27 
for  friendship  or  relationshj^.  Photo  and  phene  appre¬ 
ciated  Box  1 59 


Kind,  sincere  western  mature  guy, 
generous  to  the  right  person  but  not 
exactly  a  ’’sugar-daddy"  looking  for 
a  handsome  slender  &  cute  Chinese 
boy  over  21  for  ongoing  relation¬ 
ship.  Maybe  I  can  help  you  through 
college.  ALA,  but  please  send  photo. 
Box  157 


Mixed 


Bisexual  Filipina,  31.  Seeks  similar  Asian  girl 
for  intimacy  and  explorationry  fim.  Attractive.  Photo 
please.  Box  146 

Tall,  dark.  Mid  East  like  to  meet  bisexual 
female  couple  for  sensual  fun,  reply  soon.  Box  1 47 

Married  Chinese  30’s,  western  edu¬ 
cated.  Looking  for  married  male  for 
fun/relation.  Photo  appreciates.  ALA. 
Box  161 


+  sealed  reply 

Contacts  Magazine  I - 1 

Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd., 
GPO  Box  13427,  Hong  Kong. 

in  outer  envelope 


Contacts  Magazine  will  open  the 
outer  envelope,  collect  the  2  x  $1 
stamps  per  reply,  and  forward  the 
sealed  replies  to  the  advertiser. 


Chinese,  32.  Seeks  monogamous  Chinese  gentle¬ 
man  below  40  who  can  share  love  and  life  spiritually 
and  mutually.  Box  152 

Tall,  well  built,  good  looking  decent 
friendly  Indian,  late  20’s.  Seeks  love 
and  caring  from  Indians,  Pakistanis 
or  Westerners.  Photo  with  letter  ap¬ 
preciated  ALA.  Box  150 

Good-looking,  Chinese,  29, 172cm,  strai^t-act- 
ing  Seeks  caring  and  under  45.  Letter  with  photo.  Box 
153 


Asian  Guy,  28,  Uving  in  Australia.  Seeks  Asian  guys 
to  45  for  friendship  or  penpal.  Please  write  to  Van 
Ngo,  P.O.Box  1018,  Fortitude  Valley,  QLD,  4006, 
Australia. 


Lesbian  very  attractive,  European 
Journalist,  35.  Would  like  to  in¬ 
crease  her  saphic  circle.  Photo/ 
phone  appreciated.  Box  129 
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Magazine  ft 

^Contacts  Magazine  G.P.O.  Box  13427 
Hong  Kong. 


Adverts  for  inclusion  in  the  next 
issue  should  reach  us  by  3rd 
March.  Fill  in  the  form  on  the 
inside  backcover  or  fax  us  on 
(852)2817-9120. 


Lonely,  inexperienced,  Chinese,  21, 
167cm,  slim.  Seek  guys  over  25  non- 
smokers  of  all  nationalities  for  rela¬ 
tionship.  Phone,  photo  appreciated. 
Box  155 

Cute,  well  educated,  muscular,  Chinese  stu¬ 
dent  6'1",  1751bs,  23.  Seeks  attractive  male  any  race 
under  30.  Please  rq)ly  with  photo.  Box  151 

Baby  Face,  29,  short  hair.  Seeks  be¬ 
low  35  Chinese  or  Westerners  for 
friendship  or  more.  Box  160 

Chinese  28,  attractive.  Seeks  young  GWM  for 
relationship.  Me:  shy,  caring,  in  need  of  love.  You 
similar.  Photo  £5)preciated.  Box  148 

26,  into  travel  &  honest.  Seekfiiend  of  similar 
age.  Write  with  photo  if  interested.  Box  1 49 

22,  Chinese  Guy,  nice,  unique,  ^irited.  Seeks  a 
considerate,  mature  gentleman.  Please  write  to  me. 
Box  156 

Chinese,  23,  goodlooking  andstrong  Seeks  mus¬ 
cular  young  guysforfrieadship.  Photo  confirms  rq)ly. 


Inexperienced,  sensitive  gay.  Seeks  attractive  guys 
for  genuine  frieadsh^/penfriends/hot  times.  Hunky 
photos  appreciated.  Box  154 


Subscribe 


the  best  way  to  make  sure  of 


Save 


up  to  20%  a  year  and  get  a  free 
personal  advert. 


Contacts  Magazine  01-95' 


Contacts  Magazine  01-95 
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sold  here. 


Gay  Guide 


BARS  &  DISCOS 

•  CLUB  ’97 

9  Lan  Kwai  Feng, 

Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:2810-9333 
Friday  6-9:00  pm 

DATE  LEVE  CAFE 

3/F.,  Cham  Ham  Centre,  11-15  Chat  Ham  Rd  South, 
Tsim  Sha  Tsui, Kowloon. 

Tel:  2316-2962 

Every  Day:  5:30  pm-  2:00  am 

PETTICOAT  LANE 

2,  Tun  Wo  Lane, 

Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2973-0642 

Men.-Sat.:  12:00pm- 2:30  am 

•  PROPAGANDA 

l/F,  30-32  Wyndham  St,  Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2868-1316. 

Mon.-Sat:  9:00  pm  -  3:30  am 
Happy  Hours  9:00pm-  10:30  pm 

WALLY  MATT  LOUNGE 

9  Cornwall  Avenue, 

Tsim  Sha  Tsui,  Kowloon. 

Tel:  2367-  6874 


YY  (YIN-YANG) 

30  Ice  House  St,  Caitral,  Hong  Kong. 
Tel:  2868-^066. 

Everyday:  9:30  pm- 4:00  am 


+ 


GUEST  HOUSE 

BABYLON  VILLA 

29,  Lower  Cheung  Sha, 
Lantau  Island,  Hong  Kong. 
Tel :  2980-2872 

KARAOKE 


BABYLON 

5/F,  Kingjower  Commercial  Bldg., 

409-413  Jaffe  Road,  Wandiai,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2573-3978.  8:00  pm- 2:00  am 

CK 

2/F.  14-16  Johnston  Road.,  Wanchai,  Hong  Kong. 
Tel:  2529-3511.  8:00pm- 3:00  am 

•  CETOP 

9/F  37-43  Codirane  Street, 

Coitral,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel  :254L-3581,5:00pm-3:00am 

H20 

2/F,  Hop  Yee  Bldg.,  474-476  Lockhard  Rd., 
Causeway  Bay,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2834-6451,5:00  pm- 3:00  am 

MEMBERS  CONNECTION 

3/F',  5  Lan  Faig  Road, 

Causeway  Bay,  Hong  Kaig. 

Tel  :  2890-7731.  8:00  pm- 3:00  am 


SAUNAS  & 

FITNESS  CENTRES 

AE 

1  /F  Kwong  Ah  Bldg. , 

114  Thomson  Road. 

Wandiai,  Hong  Kong 

Tel:  2591-0500.  2:00  pm-  1:00  an 


BA 

1  /F  Flat  D,  Cheung  Hong  Mansion, 

25-33  Jdmston  Road,  Wandiai,  Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2527-7073.  2:00  pm-  2:00  am 

•  BOBSON  FITNESS  CLUB 

35-37  Hankow  Rd,  3/F  Flat  D, 

Mag  Building,  Tsim  Sha  Tsui,  Kowloon. 

Tel:  2376-2208.  3:30  pm-  1:00  am 

CENTRAL  ESCALATOR 

2/Fl.,  Cheung  King  Comm  Bldg, 

No.  37-43  Codirane  Street, 

Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2581-9951.  1:00  pm-  1:00  pm 

GAME  BOY’S 

2/F,  324  Lockhart  Road, 

Wandiai,  Hong  Kong 

Tel:  2574-3215.  12:00  am- 2:00  am 

JJPARK 

3/F,  Flat  A,  Fairview  Mansion, 

51  Paterson  Street., 

Causeway  Bay,  Hong  Kong 

Tel:  2882-2399.  3:00  pm-  12:00  pm 

KK 

16/F,BlockA, 

FukLokBldg 

19-21  Jordan  Road,  Kowloon. 

Tel:  2388-6138.  2:00  pm- 2:00  am 

ROME  CLUB 

2/F  Chigi  Lee  Bldg, 

27  Ashley  Road, 

Tsim  Sha  Tsui,  Kowloon. 

Tel:  2376-0602.  3:00  pm-  12:00  am 

YUK  TAK  CHEE 

G/F  123  Prince  Edward  Road. , 

Kowloon. 

Tel:  2393-9505  12:00  pm-  12:00  am 


SHOPPING 


GEAR 

Ground  Floor, 

4  Anton  Street, 
Wandiai,  Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2527-1557 


SPLASH  MENS  CONNECTION 

l/F.,Wah  Fung  Bldg, 

245-25 1 ,  Lockhard  Road, 

WanChai,  Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2588-1296 


COUNSELLING 


PEER  COUNSELLING 

By  appointment  only.The  only  professional  counsel¬ 
ling  service  for  gay  men  in  Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2817-7129 

THE  SAMARITANS 

Tel:  2896-0000 

HKU  PERSONAL  DEVELOPMENT 
COUNSELLING  CENTRE 

HKU,  Bonham  Road, 

Western  District,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2859-2308 

ST.  JOHNS  COUNSELLING 
SERVICE 

St.  Johns  Cathedral,  Garden  Road, 

Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2525-7207;  2525-7208 

24  HOUR  HOTLINE 

aighsh  173-969611 
Chinese  173-969612 
(calls  charged  at  $1  for  6  seconds) 

AIDS  INFORMATION 
&  HELPLINES 

AIDS  CONCERN 

Helpline :  2898-4422. 

Gmeral  Enquiries:  2898-4411 

AIDS  HOTLINE  (DEPARTMENT  OF 
HEALTH) 

Tel:  2780-2211 

AIDS  FOUNDATION 

General  inquires  Tel:  560-8528 
Helpline:  2513-0513 
Infoline:  170  222  170 

SOCIAL  GROUPS  \iff- 

THE  10%  CLIJB 

P.O.Box  72207  Coitral  Post  Office  Kowloon. 

Tel:  2314-8726 


HORIZONS 

G.P.O.Box  6837  Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2359-3195 


BEACHES 

Middle  Bay  Beach 

South  Bay  Road,  Hong  Kong 

South  Bay  Beach 

South  Bay  Road,  Hong  Kong. 


Hong  Kong's  only  Lesbian  and  Gay  magazine. 
Produced  by 

Island  Publishing  Company  Limited. 
GPO  Box  13427,  Hong  Kong 

Fax:  (852)-2817-9120S2^ffiiTel:  (852)-2 8 17-9447 


Prices  and  Order  Form 

□  Men's  Personal 

□  Women's  Personal 

□  Mixed  Personal 

□  Flat  Share 

□  Pen  Pals 

□  Goods  Wanted  & 

For  Sale 

Avoid  delay,  check  details  carefully.  Please 

tick  /  your  selected 
in  Hong  Kong  $ 

category  .  All  prices 

First  15  Words 

$50.00 

Box  number  $30.00 

$.: . 

Extre  Words  $2/word 

$ . 

Display  Box  $40.00 

$ . 

Your  photo  printed  $30.00  $ . 

Sub  Total 

Number  of  insertions... 

$ . 

Repeat  adverts  50%  discount 

in  the  next  issue 

* . 

Total  for  personal  adverts$ . 

Subscription 

6  Months  $130.00 

$ . 

12  Months  $200.00 

$ . 

Grand  Total 

$ . 

Please  Note.  The  Editor  res 

erves  the  right  to  decline  to 

pu  lish  any  adv'ert  without  giving  reasons,  and  a  full  refund 

'.MU  be  given.  Any  adv  ert  that 

is  not  published  due  to  space 

restrictions  will  be  published 

in  the  following  issue  of  the 

Overseas  advertising  and 
_su^ription  rates  on  request. 

Please  insert  the  following  advert  in  the  next . issue(s)  of  Contacts  Magazine 

PLEASE  USE  BLOCK  CAPITALS  (1  word  per  box) _ 


PLEASE  USE  BLOCK  CAPITALS 

Name _ _ _ Telephone _ 

Addre - - - 

I  am  over  21.  signed _ Date - 

I  enclose  a  crossed  cheque  for  $ _ Made  payable  to  Island  Publishing  Co. 

Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd.  G.P.O.  Box  13427  Hong  Kong. 
Fax;  817-9120  Tel;  817-9447 


Free 
Personal 
Adverts 
For  AU 
New 

Subscrib¬ 
ers  (In¬ 
cludes 
Box 

Number 
&up  to 
15 

Words) 


O  R  D  E  R  F  O  R  M 


Please  use  capital  letters 


Name  :  _ 

Address: - 

I  am  over  21.  Signed  . 


(Please  write  the  code  number) 


;  Code 

Name 

Price  Qty 

Total 

Postage 

Sub.  Total 

:  (1) 

:  (2) 

;  Total: 

Send  crossed  cheque  made  payable  to: 

Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd.,  G.P.O.Box  13427  Hong  Kong 


Contacts  Magazine  01-9b 


CE  TOP 

MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  FORM  i 


NAME 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 


ID  CARD/PASSPORT  NO. 


mm 

TEL. 

iteilh 

ADDRESS _ 

Fill  up  this  form  and  send  to  CE  TOP 
9/F,  37-43  Cochrane  St.  Central,  HK.  Get 
a  Free  Membership  (Valid  until  1st  March  1995) 


MANAGER’S  APPROVAL 


APPLICANT’S  SIGNATURE 


Cafe,  Sun  Lounge, 

Sun  Bathing 
& 

DancingNv  Showers 

Available  V  ^  C/ 

for  Private  /  O  g/pioor  ^ 
Parties 


Karaoke  Lounge 
with  Drinks  & 
Daily  Set  Menu 


Open  Hrs:  1700-0300  ^ 


Private 

Rooms 

With 

Shower 


Steam  Bath 
with  lockers 
&  Towels 


Open  Hrs:  1300-0100 


2/Floor 


Karaoke^ — Dark/Rest 


TV& 

Videos 

Rooms 


Rooms 


Rooms 


Daily  Opening  Hours  :  ^  0 

1 :00pm  to  3:00am 
2  and  9/FI., 

37-43  Cochrane  St., 

Central,  Hong  Kong  9^® 

(Entry  in  Gage  Street,  (IS ^  A  ,  H ft ® ^ TfJ 
opposite  Park'n  Shop's  ^  P ® ) 

entrance) 

Tel:  2581-9951  or  2544-3581 

STAFF  WANTED  PLEASE  CONTACT  US  OR  CALL  2581-9951 


OK 

SUPER  KARAOKE  STAR 


0  sa 

DATE 


m 

TIME 


:  21  Jan,  95 
(SAT) 

:  lOtOOpm 


«  ffl  :  $80.00  (includes  2  drinks) 

PRICE 

ife  K  :  CE  TOP  Tel:  2544-3581 
PLACE  9/F.,  37-43  Cochrane  St., 
Central,  Hong  Kong. 


I 


